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Opening of the Riksdag session  
Tuesday 8 September 2020
When the air clears and the leaves soon start to change colour, it is 
time for the opening of the Riksdag session. Nature is an important 
companion for us in our lives, especially now when so much has 
changed because of the current pandemic. But like nature, the work 
of the Riksdag does not take any breaks. The opening of the Riksdag 
session will be a ceremony filled with tradition and will inaugurate 
the new parliamentary year just as it has done in previous years. It is 
both a way of commemorating and celebrating our democracy, and 
above all a clear starting signal for a new working year at the Riksdag.
This year the opening will be arranged in a more restricted format 
with fewer guests and with more of a digital focus. While at the same 
time observing the current regulations and recommendations, we aim 
to give the opening a grand and fine setting with respect for tradition.
The theme of the opening of the Riksdag session this year has been 
inspired by the Democracy Centenary which is being celebrated 
between 2018 and 2022. During the event, special emphasis will be 
given to the fight for universal and equal suffrage and the fact that it is 
100 years since the advent of democracy in Sweden.
The pandemic is far from over, but despite this let us feel happiness 
and pride in our democracy and our Parliament and build on the 
hope that every new start brings.

Andreas Norlén
Speaker of the Riksdag
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The participants
According to tradition, the Central Band of the Swedish Army will 
perform, and the Life Guards will be on parade at Riksplan.

S o l l e n t u n a  D e m e n t i a  A s s o c i at i o n
The Sollentuna Dementia Association will contribute to the ceremo-
ny with flag-bearers. The purpose of the Association is to improve 
conditions for people suffering from dementia and their relatives 
and to safeguard the rights of dementia sufferers in society. The 
organisation was awarded the Swedish flag by the Swedish National 
Day Foundation earlier this year.

V o l u n ta r y  F r i e n d  S e r v i c e
The Voluntary Friend Service (Frivillig Väntjänst) will also contrib-
ute to the ceremony with flag-bearers. The association was founded 
in 1959 and is one of Sweden’s oldest still active associations in the 
field of social work. The organisation was awarded the Swedish flag 
by the Swedish National Day Foundation earlier this year.

T r i o  C o n t i 
The piano trio Trio Conti consisting of Tilde Ahlbeck Glader, piano, 
Astrid Hillerud, cello and Jonna Simonsson, violin will perform on 
the Grand Stairway. The trio was formed in 2017 after they began 
their studies at the Nordic Music High School.
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T h e  B r a s s  E n s e m b l e
The Brass Ensemble will perform in the Chamber and is  
conducted by Per Sjöberg. The members of the Ensemble are  
all active freelance musicians. They will be performing Swedish 
popular music. The fanfare to be performed after HM The King 
has opened the Riksdag session is by Staffan Lundén-Welden.

K r a j a
After almost 20 years performing in various arenas all over the 
world, the a capella quartet Kraja has become a role model and 
is one of the most successful Swedish folk music bands on the 
international music scene. Kraja has created its own musical 
universe with its own meditative, moving and poetic style, with 
four individual voices that blend together to form a single unity. 
Kraja allows its voices to circle inside and around each other in  
a light, tender and sensuous way.
The group of vocalists based in Umeå consists of Lisa Lestander, 
Eva Lestander, Frida Johansson and Linnea Nilsson. Kraja com-
poses, produces and arranges all its music itself. The quartet has 
published several albums and has been nominated for a Grammy 
prize for Sweden’s best folk music band.
The word Kraja is Sami and means “the place of yearning ”.
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La Mourisque*

The Brass Ensemble conducted by Per Sjöberg

•

Kungssången* (The Royal Anthem)
•

Jag vet en dejlig rosa
Kraja 

Music: traditional, Eva Lestander. Arranged by: Linnea Nilsson, Eva Lestander

•

The Speaker
invites HM The King to open the Riksdag session

•

HM The King
declares the 2020/21 Riksdag session open

P r o g r a m m e  i n  t h e  C h a m b e r



Fanfare*

The Brass Ensemble conducted by Per Sjöberg

•

Nämner du Sverige
Kraja

Music: Ragnar Widestedt. Text: John Coldén. Arranged by: Eva and Lisa Lestander

•

The Prime Minister
presents the Statement of Government Policy

•

Jag såg dig
Kraja 

Music: Eva Lestander. Text: Johan Henric Kellgren, Lukas Moodysson

•

Nationalsången* (The National Anthem)
•

Grande Marche*

The Brass Ensemble conducted by Per Sjöberg

* Everyone rises.
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100 years of universal and equal suffrage
Sweden is one of the most democratic and gender-equal countries 
in the world. But this is not the way it has always been. At the begin-
ning of the 20th century, there was revolution in the air with strikes, 
demonstrations, famine and emigration. Only a small part of the 
population could vote and the right to vote was connected to income 
and ownership. Women could not vote at all in general elections.
The suffrage movement had long been fighting for equal suffrage for 
all adult citizens in Sweden. Liberal forces and the workers’ move-
ment joined the advocates of reform, as did the temperance and free 
church movements. However, the struggle for universal suffrage for 
men was put on the agenda first. Women expressed their demands 
through the National Association for Women’s Suffrage (LKPR), 
which had the greatest impact.
Step by step, the right to vote started out on the road to reform during 
the first decades of the 20th century. Late one December night in 
1918, both of the Chambers of the Riksdag were finally able to take 
the decision in principle to introduce universal and equal suffrage in 
general elections – universal meaning that it was for both men and 
women, and equal meaning that no demands were to be placed on 
income or limits on wealth.
Today, 100 years later, when we celebrate the advent of democracy, we 
should remember all the women and men who had patiently pursued 
this long struggle. From 1921 onwards, the principle of one person, 
one vote applied. One of the most significant reforms in Swedish 
history had been achieved.



LKPR stamp with the Lady of Justice.  Photo: Signe Bergman collection

Potato riots in Stockholm 1917.  Photo: A. Malmström, Stockholm City Museum

Demonstration for universal suffrage at Ladugårdsgärdet on 1 May 1901.  Photo: A. Blomberg, Stockholm City Museum
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k u n g s s å n g e n  (T H E  R O Y A L  A N T H E M )
Ur svenska hjärtans djup en gång
en samfälld och en enkel sång,
som går till kungen fram!
Var honom trofast och hans ätt,
gör kronan på hans hjässa lätt,
och all din tro till honom sätt,
du folk av frejdad stam!

lyrics: Carl Vilhelm August Strandberg  music: Otto Lindblad   
Arranged by: Roine Jansson

s v e r i g e s  n a t i o n a l s å n g  
(T h e  N a t i o n a l  A n t h e m )
Du gamla, Du fria, Du fjällhöga nord,
Du tysta, Du glädjerika sköna!
Jag hälsar Dig, vänaste land uppå jord,
Din sol, Din himmel, Dina ängder gröna,
Din sol, Din himmel, Dina ängder gröna.
Du tronar på minnen från fornstora dar,
då ärat Ditt namn flög över jorden.
Jag vet att Du är och Du blir vad Du var.
Ja, jag vill leva, jag vill dö i Norden,
Ja, jag vill leva, jag vill dö i Norden.

lyrics: Richard Dybeck  music: Folk tune from Västmanland 
Arranged by: Lars B Almkvist



The National Association 
for Women’s Suffrage was 
formed in 1903. Here is a 
poster advertising a mee-
ting in 1916. It gives details 
of speeches by the Chair 
of the Association, Signe 
Bergman and Director-
General of the National 
Board of Antiquities, 
Oscar Montelius. 
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