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OPENING OF
THE 2022 RIKSDAG 

SESS ION

Celebrate Democracy



Come as you are! This is the title of the sculpture portraying the first 
five women in the Riksdag. Two modern-day women are carrying the 
pioneers on a tray along a footpath leading to the Riksdag. The artist 
Astrid Göransson’s bronze sculpture was inaugurated on 15 June 2022. 
The idea was that this work of art should inspire discussions about the 
advent, development and future of democracy.

Photographs: Melker Dahlstrand. 

Layout and production: The Riksdag Administration,  
Communications Division.

Printed by: The Riksdag Administration, Department  
for Parliamentary Documents, Stockholm 2022.
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The opening of the Riksdag session  
Tuesday 27 September 2022
Today marks the beginning of a new parliamentary year after 
the election on 11 September. This means the start of the 2022–26 
electoral period for our elected representatives.
The newly elected Riksdag consists of 161 women and 188 men. 
Sweden is one of the countries in the world with the greatest 
proportion of women in parliament.
When the Riksdag opened on 10 January 1922 following the first 
elections with universal and equal suffrage, five women took their 
places as members of parliament. Kerstin Hesselgren, Elisabeth 
Tamm, Agda Östlund, Bertha Wellin and Nelly Thüring made 
history as Sweden’s first five female members of the Riksdag.
During the Riksdag’s democracy centenary in 2018–2022, we have 
celebrated and honoured these political pioneers. Their entry into 
the political arena signalled the advent of democracy in our coun-
try. Then, as it is now, the decisions of the Riksdag shaped people’s 
everyday lives.
Then, as it is now, the task involved representing others – in order, 
in the name of democracy, to take decisions that would affect 
society for generations to come. 
A strike of the gavel in the Chamber can resound into the future 
and shape us as a nation and as individuals.
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Participants
S W E D I S H  R O YA L  N AV Y  B A N D
The Swedish Royal Navy Band dates back to the 1680s. Today, it has 
30 full-time, professional musicians and is stationed in the world 
heritage town of Karlskrona. The Swedish Royal Navy Band gives 
approximately 150 performances a year. Its musicians participate in 
state visits, royal audiences, ceremonies, tattoos and concerts.  
A brass quintet from the Swedish Royal Navy Band will perform in 
the Chamber today.

O P E R A  S I N G E R  S U S A N N A  S T E R N
Since her acclaimed debut in Orpheus and Eurydice at the Royal 
Opera in 2011, Susanna Stern has had a natural place on the Swed-
ish opera scene. With her strong portraits of women and her high 
soprano, she has appeared in roles such as the Queen of the Night, 
Norina, Freia and Donna Anna.
Susanna Stern graduated from the University College of Opera 
Stockholm in 2009. The previous year, she was awarded the Jenny 
Lind Scholarship. Susanna Stern has also received distinctions from 
the Royal Swedish Academy of Music, the Friends of Drottning-
holms Slotts teater and the Anders Sandrews Foundation.

A d o l f  F r e d r i k s  G I R L S  C H O I R
The Adolf Fredrik Girls Choir consists of some 40 pupils from the 
Adolf Fredrik Music School. The choir was founded 50 years ago. 
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Since leaving the school, many members have gone on to become 
professional singers and musicians in Sweden and abroad. Ten sing-
ers from the choir will perform in the Chamber.

P i a n i s t  A n n a  C h r i s t e n s s o n
Since her diploma concert in 2007, Anna Christensson has 
established herself as a concert pianist with a broad and impressive 
repertoire. She has received several distinctions and often performs 
as a soloist with professional Swedish orchestras.

L i l l a  A k a d e m i e n
Lilla Akademien is a music school in Stockholm with around 730 
pupils aged between 4 and 25. The school was founded in 1994 and 
has become one of the major institutions in Scandinavia for the edu-
cation of young musicians. A string quartet from Lilla Akademien 
will perform traditional Swedish melodies on the Grand Stairway 

VA S A L O P P  A S S O C I AT I O N  S Ä L E N - M O R A
The Vasalopp Association Sälen-Mora is a non-profit organisation, 
founded in 1922. Earlier this year, the Association was awarded the 
Swedish flag by the Foundation for the National Day of Sweden. 
Representatives of the Association will participate as flag-bearers 
during the opening.



- 6 -

The Grenadiers  
of the Guards Regiment 
on parade, according to 
tradition at the opening  
of the Riksdag session

S W E D I S H  R O YA L  A R M Y  B A N D
The Swedish Royal Army Band is Sweden’s largest military band. The 
Band often performs on public occasions such as the birthday cel-
ebrations of H.M. The King at the Royal Palace and the National Day 
celebrations at Skansen. According to tradition, the Swedish Royal 
Army Band always plays at the opening of the Riksdag session.

G UA R D S  R E G I M E N T
The Guards Regiment is one of the largest units of the Swedish 
Armed Forces, with a broad range of responsibilities. At the opening 
of the Riksdag session, Grenadiers of the Guards Regiment will be 
on parade at Riksplan. The Swedish Guards Regiment celebrated its 
500th anniversary last year and is thus one of the oldest units in the 
world. 
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They paved the way for democracy
In an age when glass ceilings for women were prevalent and the 
avenues into politics were long and tortuous, Kerstin Hesselgren, 
Agda Östlund, Nelly Thüring, Elisabeth Tamm and Bertha Wellin 
took on the challenge of becoming elected representatives.
Despite the fact that these five women were pioneers, they were no 
political novices. Their track records bear witness to great social 
engagement and political knowledge.

kerstin hesselgren was the first woman  
member of the Riksdag in the First Chamber. 
Women’s rights was an issue close to her heart.  
Many people raised their eyebrows when she 
demanded higher salaries for midwives, mater-
nity pay, and equal pay for women and men. 

agda östlund came to be the first woman to 
address the Riksdag. As a member of the Second 
Chamber, Agda Östlund promoted issues relating to 
better social protection for women and children. She 
became involved in the temperance movement and 
was an untiring proponent of the movement’s 
issues in her work as a member of the Riksdag. 
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nelly thüring attracted considerable attention 
when she travelled the country on her motorbike, 
campaigning for universal and equal suffrage. Her 
intensity was impressive, to say the least, and in 1921 
she participated in over 300 meetings. 

elisabeth tamm was a member of the 
nobility and inherited the Fogelstad Manor in the 
province of Södermanland upon her father’s death. 
She became Sweden’s first female chair of a municipal 

executive board, and was a staunch advocate of 
women’s full participation in politics. It was at 
her manor that the Fogelstad Citizen’s School for 

Women was founded in 1925. 

bertha wellin was a nurse at Sophiahemmet 
in Stockholm, and served as a member of the 
Riksdag in the Second Chamber for fourteen 
years. She initiated the Swedish Nurses Association 
and founded the organisation’s member maga-
zine. In 1935, she was awarded the Florence 
Nightingale Medal for nurses by the Red Cross. 



The First Five depicts a meeting between the first five women in the 
Riksdag and modern-day life. The motif seeks to convey that gender 
equality is an issue that we still need to work with. The artist Anna  
Bjerger draws attention to the actions of the pioneers by placing them  
in dialogue with the future. The work was inaugurated in April 2022.
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k u n g s s å n g e n  (T h e  R o y a l  A n t h e m )
Ur svenska hjärtans djup en gång
en samfälld och en enkel sång,
som går till kungen fram!
Var honom trofast och hans ätt,
gör kronan på hans hjässa lätt,
och all din tro till honom sätt,
du folk av frejdad stam!

lyriCs: Carl Vilhelm August Strandberg  musiC: Otto Lindblad  

s v e r i g e s  n a t i o n a l s å n g  
(T H E  N A T I O N A L  A N T H E M )
Du gamla, Du fria, Du fjällhöga nord,
Du tysta, Du glädjerika sköna!
Jag hälsar Dig, vänaste land uppå jord,
Din sol, Din himmel, Dina ängder gröna,
Din sol, Din himmel, Dina ängder gröna.
Du tronar på minnen från fornstora dar,
då ärat Ditt namn flög över jorden.
Jag vet att Du är och Du blir vad Du var.
Ja, jag vill leva, jag vill dö i Norden,
Ja, jag vill leva, jag vill dö i Norden.

lyriCs: Richard Dybeck  musiC: Folkmelodi från Västmanland
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The circular courtyard of the newly renovated Members’ Building has been  
covered with a glass ceiling. The ceiling connects the various parts of the  
building and helps to reduce energy consumption. The Members’ Building  
was formerly the Prime Minister’s Office. In 1981, the Government Offices 
moved out and the building became part of the Riksdag.




